RULE 50.1 ASSI GNVENT OF CRI M NAL BUSI NESS

| crimnal cases in this jurisdiction shall be divided

he foll owi ng categori es:

(1) Antitrust.

(2) I'ncone Tax and other Tax Prosecutions.

(3) Commercial Mil Fraud.

(4) Controlled Substances.

(5) Violations of 18 U. S.C. Chapters 95 and 96 (Sections 1951- 55 and
1961068) and Mail Fraud ot her than conmerci al

(6) CGeneral Crimnal.

(b) Al grand jury litigation shall be designated as foll ows:
(1) Grand Jury Matters.

(c) Except for the assignnent of grand jury matters, where it

appears fromthe designation formfiled by counsel, or fromthe

i ndictrment, information or other pleading in a crimnal case, that a defendant
resides in or that events which are the subject matter of the indictnent
occurred in the counties of Berks, Lancaster, Lehigh or Northanpton, said case
shal | be assigned or reassigned for trial and pretrial procedures to a judge
stationed in Reading, Lancaster, Easton or Allentown, who shall be given
appropriate credit by category for any case so assigned, reassigned or
transferred and, unless otherwi se directed by the court, all trial and pre-
trial procedures with respect thereto shall be held in Reading, Lancaster
Easton or Allentown. All other cases, unless otherwi se directed by the court,
shall be tried in Philadelphia. As each case is filed, it shall be assigned
to a judge, who shall thereafter have charge of the case for all purposes. In
respect to grand jury natters, the a assignnent of the judge shall not in any
way be dependent upon the | ocation of the residence of anyone, or the location
of any incident or a transaction which is the subject of the grand jury

i nvesti gati on.

(d) The assignnment shall take place in the follow ng nmanner:
(1) There shall be a separate bl ock of assignhnment cards for
each category of crimnal cases and for grand jury matters. In each
bl ock of assignnment cards, the nane of each active judge shall appear an
equal nunmber of tines in a non-sequential nmanner except that the nanme of
the chief judge shall appear one-half the nunmber of tines of each of the
ot her active judges. The sequences of judges' names within each bl ock
shal | be kept secret and no person shall directly or indirectly
ascertain or divulge or attenpt to ascertain or divulge the name of the
judge to whom any case may be assigned before the assignnent. The case
nunber shall be stanped on the assignment card at the tine of filing and
assignment, and all assignment cards shall be preserved.

(2) The assignnent clerk shall stanmp on the indictnent
i nformation, conplaint, petition, or other initial paper of every case
filed, and on the file jacket, the nunber of the case and the initials
(or other designation) of the judge to whomit is assigned. The
nunberi ng and assi gnment of each case shall be conpleted before
processi ng of the next case is begun.

Ef fective January 1, 1998.



